Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 03782 091245Z 
51 

ACTION NEA- 16 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-25 SAM-01 SAB-01 IO-14 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 AEC-11 ACDA-19 

SAJ-01 DRC-01 /164W 

053303 

R091143Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3047 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 3782 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, IS 

SUB J : ISRAELI REACTION TO MOSCOW SUMMIT COMMUNIQUE ON 
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1. ACCORDING TO ISRAELI PRESS AND RADIO JULY 9, FOREIGN MINISTER 
ALLON TOLD CABINET ON JULY 7 THAT SECTION OF US-USSR COMMUNIQUE 
RE PALESTINIANS HAD POSSIBLE NEGATIVE IMPLICATIONS FOR ISRAEL. 
TODAY'S STORIES WHICH ARE BASED ON OFFICIAL GOI SOURCES REVERSE 
THRUST OF EARLIER ARTICLES AND RADIO COVERAGE, (WHICH HAD 
ALSO BEEN ATTRIBUTED OT OFFICIAL MFA SOURCES) STATING THAT 
ALLON HAD FOUND NOTHING NEW IN LATEST COMMUNIQUE. ACCORDING TO 
LATEST VERSION, ALLON IN CABINET SESSIION DWELT ON PURPORTED 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 1973 AND 1974 COMMUNIQUES IN FORMULATION 
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RE PALESTINIAN ISSUE. ALLON REPORTEDLY NOTED THAT EARLIER 
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COMMUNIQUE HAD FIRST MENTIONED INDEPENDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY OF 
STATES AND ONLY THEREAFTER REFERRED TO LIGITIMATE INTERESTS OF 
PALESTIANS, WHEREAS 1974 COMMUNIQUE REVERSED THIS ORDER. 

2. MAARIV POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT HARIF ALSO EXPRESSES PUZZLEMENT 
OVER HOW EARLIER ARTICLES CARRYING MFA ATTRIBUTION HAD APPEARED 
IN FIRST PLACE. WE BELIEVE THERE ARE TWO POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS: 

EITHER THE ORIGINAL STORIES WERE MYSTERIOUSLY INCORRECT OR MFA 

IS REACTIONG TO DOMESTIC CRITICISM. WE NOTE FOR INSTANCE THAT 
RELIGIOUSLY-ORIENTED HATZOFE ON JULY 8 WROTE STINGING EDITORIAL 
ATTACKING ALLON FOR FAILING TO SEE ANYTHING NEW IN US-USSR COMMUNIQUE, 

NOTING THAT THIS WAS CONSISTENT WITH ALLON'S EFFORT TO DOWNPLAY 
NEGATIVE 

SIGNIFICANCE OF US-EGYPTIAN NUCLEAR REACTOR AGREEMENT. HATZOFE 
CONCLUDED THAT ALLON'S REASSURING STANCE WAS LACKING IN CREDIBILITY. 

3. IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT ISRAELIS IN GENERAL, AND GOI IN 
PARTICULAR, HAVE DISPLAYED HEIGHTENED SENSITIVITY TO PALESTINIAN 
ISSUE OVER PAST FEW WEEKS, IN LIGHT OF (A) TERRORIST RAIDS INTO 
ISRAEL, (B) PLO EFFORTS TO GAIN GREATER INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION 
BY SUCH MEANS AS ATTEMPTING TO WIN OBSERVER STATUS AT LAW OF SEA 
CONFERENCE, AND (C) PRESS REPORTS THAT US WILL URGE ISRAEL TO 
BEGIN DISCUSSIONS WITH JORDAN ON DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT. 

4. ISRAELI PRESS REPORTING ON MIDDLE EAST SECTION OF COMMUNIQUE 
HAS WAFFLED BETWEEN VIEWPOINT THAT COMMUNIQUE REPRESENTS NO 
CHANGE AND, ALTERNATIVELY, THAT IT SIGNIFIES CHANGE IN US POSTURE. 
MOREOVER, THE PHRASE "THE LIGITIMATE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIANS' 1 
HAS BEEN ERRONEOUSLY REPORTED IN PRESS, GIVING IMPRESSION THAT 
THE PHRASE WAS CONTAINED IN THE COMMUNIQUE. 

5. PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF GOI CORRECTION ON ALLON'S POSTION, 

WE WILL FIND OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE POINTS OUTLINED IN DEPARTMENT S 
EXCELLENT CABLE (REFTEL) TO APPROPRIATE CONTACTS IN NEXT FEW DAYS. 
VELIOTES 
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